Nvnv. il' y(Hi"ve lx-<rn asleep :i[ iht: 
whrei ov jusi Inivcii'i any atten- 
liun U) siiocross racii^y, or yoii clitln'i 
read my cukiinn in the Fehriiary Lssue 
o{' SnrAVes/, t lien yon really didn'l see 
the ItKV c'oniini^ tlown (lie trail. And 
you mii^ht haw n.iissed the train, hut 
We'll slow it down for you and caich 
you up on the latesi. 

The laiesi is Ski-Doos new RKV 
plaiforin, ln>nie of the MX Z (X pack- 
ai^e— .spring; t)P.ly— and Spon pack- 
age). Tliere are a lot oi' unkjue fea- 
tures about this iniil sled, hut one of 
the most interest int^ is the driver posi- 
tion. It's pretty much unlike anything 
you're lamiliar with, ai lea.st 
sled wise. And it definitely 
takes .some get tin used 
to. We had the eh.anee 
to dial up more 
than a 
100 
miles 
on the 





Ski-Doo's radical neiv trail sled, the MX Z REV is unlike anvthing 
you've seen on snow before. Ami it rides unlike anything snow- 
mohiie related. It takes some getting used to, hut once you 
do, this is one siveet ride. 



You might think the new MX Z 
REV has wings, hut its really Just 
the side [yanels that open so you 
can gel to the clutches and motor. 

RKV aiul il look two or ihiee lu>urs U) 
gel u.sed to the rider position. The .seat 
positk)n praeiically tbrees you to ride 
right up front. Tliai helps keep the 
center of gniviiy low And right in the 
middle of the inaehine. improving 
handling immen.^ely. The rider sits 12 
indies nn^re forward tlie fn>ni of the 
sled than on a eonvt-niional machine. 



Those two areas 
were parr o\' the goal of 
Ski-Doo when designing 
the sled — new 
ergonomics and ina.ss 
centra li/arion. To help 
on obtaining the lower 
center of gravity, the 
HKHor has been moved 2.6 Indies 
back and 1.25 inches Icjwer. The other 
goal was to reduce weight. The new 
tVlX Z Lips the .scales at 45'i lbs., 20 ll^s. 
lighter than the present ZX chassis. 

There are a k)r of diings y{>u'll 
ncjtice alx)ui die machine when you 
kK)k at it, but one that might catch 
your attention is the .'\-arm front .sus- 
[")ensi(^n, or Response Angle Kront 
Suspension, as Ski-Doo calls it. You 
can either choose the RKV/MX Z with 
either an SOt) or new* bin) H.O. moU)r. 



Speaking of motors, we ve repoil- 
ed in pa.st issues on Ski-Doo's Rut ax 
VdOOO four stroke motor, so that's not 
a huge surprise, but the Rot ax 2-'['HC 
800 SDf is a nice surpri.se. This light, 
compact motor has the same power 
as a 793 twin and reduces fuel and oil 
C{)nsumption by up to 2S percent. 
iVlore importantly it reduces hydrocar- 
bons by 50 percent. Other features 
include electronically controlled 
knock sensors, a pair of injectors aiul 
e-Rave, which senses throttle position, 
temperature, altitude, engine tempera- 
ture and engine rpm, and then makes 
adjustments to optimize |:>erforma nee. 

Ski-DtK) has many other IcatLires 
and colors and well have a chance to 
review ail this after we get a clian*.:e 
to ride the sleds in iiiid-iVlarch. ^ 




